Task Sheet 1
Activity 1

Work in pairs. Match the pictures of the mythical creatures to their names from the box. There is an extra name you will not use.
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8) ..............................................            9) ............................................            10) ...................................  

Activity 2a
Do you remember the riddle the Sphinx asked Oedipus to answer? Try to write the riddle with your partner in English. Write your answer here.

.....................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................
Activity 2b

Read the following text and find the riddle the sphinx asked Oedipus to solve. Were you right?

Sphinx was the monstrous daughter of Typhon and Echidna. She had the head and breasts of a woman, the body of a lion, and the wings of a bird of prey*. Though a vicious monster by normal monster standards, she also loved to play the cat and mouse game. She enjoyed batting around her prey before devouring* them. Her favorite game was to allow her victims hope of escape by offering a riddle for them to solve. If the riddle was solved, not only would the victim escape death, but the Sphinx would also kill herself. Of course, this only served to raise the hopes of men before they were eaten, for no one was able to solve her riddles. 
The Sphinx lived in the mountains on the outskirts of Thebes. The king of Thebes was so distraught by the constant attacks on his people that he offered up the crown and the hand of his recently widowed sister to anyone who could solve the riddle and rid Thebes of the Sphinx forever. Several men tried, but all were devoured by the Sphinx. Finally, one man was able to solve the riddle. Oedipus had wandered in from out of town and offered to help the city. 
He approached the Sphinx and she once more proposed her riddle: "What creature walks on four legs in the morning, two at noon, and three in the evening?"  
Oedipus wasted no time in answering the monster: "Man." Man crawls on all fours in the morning of life, walks upright on two legs during the afternoon of life, and uses a cane as his third leg during the evening of life. 
The Sphinx was so furious that she had been beaten that she threw herself off a cliff and was killed. The city of Thebes was saved, and Oedipus gained the throne and marriage to the beautiful Jocasta. 
prey=αρπακτικό
devour=κατασπαράζω
(Source: taken from:  Lesley Bolton (2002), The Everything Classical Mythology Book: Greek and Roman Gods, Goddesses, Heroes, and Monsters from Ares to Zeus.)
Activity 3a

Read the following text about a mythical creature. It is about one of the mythical creatures included in Task 1. Can you guess which one it is? Work with your partner.

Write your answer here: __________________________

The Gorgons were three monstrous sisters. They had serpents* for hair, eyes that could turn any being to stone, claws, and long sharp teeth. Some say they even had wings and impenetrable scales* covering their bodies (as if their other features weren't enough). She was the most famous of the Gorgons. Perseus accepted a mission from King Polydectes to retrieve the head of the creature, a hideous* and dangerous sight with hair of snakes and a stare that could turn both mortals* and immortals to stone. To obtain the head of this creature was considered an impossible task. But nothing was impossible with the goddess Athena on your side. Athena had her own reasons for wanting to see Perseus succeed. To put it simply, she hated the creature. So when Athena learned of this quest, she gave Perseus a bronze shield and offered her guidance. Perseus readily accepted this help. Athena was able to point him in the right direction the whole way. When he finally reached the home of the horror, Athena advised him on what to do. Using his shield*, he did not have to look directly at the creature and was able to use the mirror image to decapitate* her.
serpent=φίδι
scales=λέπια
hideous=αποκρουστικός
mortal=θνητός
shield=ασπίδα
decapitate=αποκεφαλίζω
(Source: adapted from Lesley Bolton (2002), The Everything Classical Mythology Book: Greek and Roman Gods, Goddesses, Heroes, and Monsters from Ares to Zeus.)
Task 3b 

Did you guess correctly? Which words or phrases in the text helped you decide? Underline them.

Activity 4

Read the texts in tasks 2 and 3 again and fill in the chart.

	
	Creature 1(Task 2)
	Creature 2 (Task 3)

	Name


	
	

	Head

(include any details you can find)
	
	

	Body (include any details you can find)


	
	

	Special characteristic (what it did to people)
	
	

	Where it lived


	
	

	How it died


	
	

	Who caused it to die
	
	


Task sheet 2

Go to this link: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FOWIA-mXF2hGjYK239btL-dD969n6XQ6UA7QYoq2Dw8/edit?usp=sharing
You will work with two other students who have access to the same document. Anything each of you writes is automatically saved as one document. If you need to discuss anything with your partners use the chat function. This works only if at least two people have accessed the document. To chat with someone look at the top right of the document. In order to pull up that chat to talk to someone, you click on the speech bubble at the top by his/her picture. Look at 
the picture below.
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(from: https://gsuite.google.com/learning-center/products/docs/get-started/#!/  )
It is good to use it even before you start writing to come up with ideas about each of the features you need to include that are described in the bullets. When you are finished read the whole text again to see if you have included everything or if you need to make any changes. In the next lesson we will vote on the most interesting myth.
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If you haven’t finished, you can work on it until the next lesson. If you have finished, you can revise your text with your partners. Agree on a time to access it again and discuss if you want to make any changes. You can change it entirely if you like.
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Write a myth about an imaginary creature.


Write


what was it called


details about its appearance (head or how many heads it had, eyes, hair, body, anything special like a tail, wings, etc)


what was special about it, a power to do something or what it did  to people


where it lived


what happened in the end


Write the name of the creature as a title.
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